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By Neil Melten

Public cducators in South Caroling
insist the sustaincd and dramatic failures
in their schools are the inevitable
conscquence of under- funding. Nothing
¢ould be further from the truth.

Many patents  (and  even  many
lowmakers) are confused about the
size and scope of public spending on
government schools in South Carolina.

There is plenty of public money being
spent, and it is coming from many
different places.

- In 2008, public schools in South

Carolina were given $11,480 for cach and
every student sitting in their classrooms,

The $11,480 average (now roughly

811,000 after mic-year state budpet cuts)

.. Is a lot of money, Many parents wonder

where all that money comes from. Here

is a bref overview of how public school
"~ funding “works” in South Caroling, ‘

. Money -aka your tax dollars- flows
into’ public school districts from three
sources, They are:

- local county government,

= state goverpment/Colymbia,

- federal government/Washington DC

Local money is collected throngh

property taxes (and now from the
state sales tax based on the tax swap)
‘and Tocal sales taxes. State funding
is ‘A’ complicated function of a “basc”
sludent ¢Gst, matches ol local [unds,
offsets  for -cowmtics with  smller

tax bases, and a range of programg
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or categorics  which
assign money fo specific
progeams  implemented
by schools and disiricis,

Most stalc inoiicy is
tied 10 4 certain account, :
fund, or program before the  local
disirict receives i, Federal moncy is
also provided in the form of prants and
programs, and these are caleulated on the
number amd type (income) of the children

living in  the area that a school serves.
- Like most state money, federal allocations

are ot tied to the specific child,
The' projected average per-pupil
funding in 2009-2010 was: ~ -
- § 4,867 state
- % 1,097 federal
- % 5,516 local o
= -or- a total of $11, 480 per pupil,
cxcluding local bond revenues
$11, 480 per child is a huge sumi of
money: This is $200 more per- student
than’ spending in Georgiy and $2,000

;more than per-pupil spending in North

Caralina, In fact, spemding -growth in
South - Carclina since 1960 has been
the highest in the enfire mation, Total
South Carolina K-12 appropriations in 2000
will top $7.9 billion, excluding local bonds.

In recent months, declining state tax
revenues have dropped. Superintendent
Jim Rex bas stated that total culs: to
public schools now teach $363 million.
On a per stndent basis (hat is $500
per child, Total public school
spending [is  still close 1o
$11,000 for every student. ‘

More striking than the
$11,000 per-child spending is
the Tact that South Carolina’s
“worst” | public schools, {hose
serving  the mosl  under-
privileged children, are
allocated  the most  moncy.
Because so mueh  federal
meoney is tigd 1o census
determined  population
demographics,  Title-l  and
other programs scnd thousands
ol dollats per students to the
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lonvesl income arcas of the ‘state. This
money is oficn a function of tolal
population, not the number of students
actually attending the public schools,
The state also provides supplementary
funding 1o districts with a lower-
than-average property tax base, With
all this extra ‘money, some of the
mosl  economically disadvantaged
students aftend schools with more than
$20,000 per-pupil in fonding, Looking
across all districts in the state, higher
per-pupi spending is not related to
student ' performance as measured by
standardized testing,

In Souwth Carolina there is no
digcernible - comrelation  belween  per-

student . funding levels and student
achievement, and that real School
Cheice is the” only proven refonn

ihat will both save money and improve
student achievement.

Sadly, very little of this appropriated
money reaches the child, Analysis by
the SC Budget and Control Board
shows ‘than since 2000, only 45 cents
per  dollar reaches the classtoom i
he form of “instructional” spending
This includes  classroom  malerials,
books aud supplics, leacher salarics,
ind  other costs  dircctly  related 1o
tcaching children. The d4-cont figure is
a stptewide average. Becanse of the
cnermous  adminisirative  burcaucracies
operating  in digteicts (hroughowt the
slate, the figure in many poor urban
and rural countics is cven lower.

All that said, many parents and
laxpayeis are still surprised to hear that
public schools across South Caroling will
be funded al an average ol $11,.242 per
child this year. Comparc that 1o just
$8,300 last year in North Caroling,

& ontinned on page 3)
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Please seénd your tax deductible donations today.
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IIel e is the district-by-district listing of loeal, state, and federal alloeations Tor each of the 85 public school districts:

l’mjected " Per Pupil Per Pupil Per Puil Total Projected
8C 'Scho:nl District : Totn:\t};uplls Fllll(“l?g l“un(liill)g Fundh?g (e};}:::;::;ﬁm Lf:ﬂ o
. 209010 Stwe  Vederal Local " lcwtsondiswey),
Abbeville School Distmct 2911 - % 60598 1616 . 303,604 . § 11279
Aiken School District , 23,640 % 4,084 $ 1,225 $ 3673 . §F 8982
Allendale School District: 7 w1454 . §$73100: % 17647 $.3,978 513,083
Anderson School District1 9,168  $4053 $ 656  § 3485  § 8194
ZAndmsml_S:cl_mol District2 i .0 . 3,694 ;;5:_:5.4-,573 $ 609.: % 3,780 5. §5 8962 v
Anderson School District 3 2558 54919 $ 1370 $ 3,857 § 10,146
- Anderson School Distitét 4 ,901 S $ 385000 "§1,231 - §:7.007 $ 12,087
Anderson School District 5 11 983 5 4277 $ 1488 % 4,675 $ 10440
Bamberg School District1 = .. . 1,377 :$.5491  $ 1675 .. § 3723 . .8 10,889
Bambérg School District 2 872§ 61260 5 2,011 $ 4334 $ 12471
Barmwell School District 19 =~ - 747§ 5256 § 2,578 . . § 3900 - § 11,734 -
Barnwell School District 29 . 972§ 4,544 $ 1466  $ 3305 . § 9318
Barnwell School District 45 12445 0 $ 4,898 % 1,177 $:12,970 $.:9,045
Boaufort School Distriet - 18425  § 1,379 - $ 1,703 $12,157 15,240
Berkeley Schiool District = ° 28,058 1§ 4,119 $ 959 % 5,655 % 10,733
Calhoun School District $5309 8§ 1495 6,632 13,436
Charleston School Distvict. . %2703 8 1,593 9,874 14,169
Cherokee School District %4696 $ 1,558 4,801 11,0585
‘Chester Schiool District .. 3 4761 - $ 1970 $..5,050 11,781
Chesterfield School DiStilct GEek T30 0§ 47000 § 1,453 9,457
Clarendon’ §¢hool District 1 i - -85 14,254
Clarendon School District 250 - . 9,653
Clarendon School Disér ict 3 ; ‘8,678
Colleton School: Dish'ict 11,648

.Darlmgton ‘School Distﬂct
Dillon Schiog), Districti1"
:Dlllon School Dis_tl'ict'z ,

Ed geﬂeld Sclmol Distl
Fairfield School DIStHct
Florence School District 1
Florence Scliool msﬁ ity
Tlorence School District.3
Fiovence School Distiict 4
‘Florence School: District 5 .
Georgetowin School District -
Giéenville School District -
Gl“eéhwa'ml School Diétl’it‘t 50 .

$ 1
T 867%;

??g,@fmz%

(C‘m:thuad anpe. 7).
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::5155 e :::.:: e T . [mall}.‘gw;md
: FPer Pupil: : * Per Pupil Per Pupil :

S lptﬂ:lunils l‘undm " Vunding - Vunding Funding Level -
H:.‘_: ol or e Fediral ' Local ‘::-;;(ﬁH‘fﬂdlﬂg!‘ﬁﬂlHﬂ‘Q{'
2099 2010 ‘ !(H? ederat .. focal bond tsues)

2876 9,526

Hampton School Dlstnctl 2,607 $ 5135 $-1,516

‘Hampton School District2 .. - 1,047 - § 7,510 % 2,048 - $ 4070 . § 13728

{ Horry | School District 37,225  $ 3,391 $ 1,336 7836 12,363
Jasper School District: . - 3274 0§ 43730 .8 1,793 $::6,546 42,713

Kershaw School District 10,267 5 4,588 $ 1,183

B oS e

Lancastey School District 757 7 11,786 '§ '4:200 $ 1641
Laurens School District 55 5550  $ 4,855  § 1,382
Laurens School District 56 3,058 $ 5020 %2023  §.
Lee School District a 2.367 $ 6,796 $ 2,105
Lexington Schiool District 1~~~ 22,013 - $4,174-..-% - 605
Lexington School Distidct 2 8,419 $ 4,639 $ 1,270
‘Lexington School District 3 0 .~ 1,987 -.:§ 4,959 $ 1571 % -
Lexington Sc¢hool Distriet 4 3,072 $ 6247  $ 2329
Lt:xmgtcm School District 5 16,235 $ 4,650: 5§ 672
Marion School District 1 2,653 . $ 5025  §2221

$
$
$
$
b3
$
$
$
$
5
.5
Marion School District2 .. .. 1,857 ~5.4838. $2792. . .% 2864
Marion School l)lstiiét7' 694 % 7,773 0% 1,892 $ 12,989
$
$
s
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

;Mmlhnm Sc]wol Distnct S 4274 % 5,702 - $ 2,037

831 T§4428 0 $2332
U762 $ 491000 $ 15% B
010274 .. $ 3,852 81,201, 8

TU2878 U§SS60 $2075 S

‘Olangehmg Sclmol l)istl'lctsﬁ .. L6392 8 ,,5,139":-1”: 3$..1_,49\QQ_‘ o
Pickens School Distriet. 0 % -~ 16210 =8 4:040 $ 1,034 - § 47
Richland School District1 - 23,060 - $4542-. -8 2072 §..7,

.....

Riclland School District2 24,669  $4028° 0§ 903 %
:Saluda School District S 2,047 8 4971 $ 1,228 ¢

bpm'tsmbm'g Schiool District 2 19,656 $ 4,212 5 939 ;
Spartanburg School District 3. = 2,929 "$4791  § 1,190 ¢

$
o $
‘.Sp 1ttallbui'g5Sclio.ol__l)jstl_'ic_t'4:35... 2881 $.4465 0§ 850 §4,333

$

$

$

$

$

$

‘Ymksclmmusmctz 6,353 %3125 0§ 527
York Schoof District3. .. - 17459 - $4377..-§ 70
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York School Distr wt4 o 10,187 3,666 $ 404 |
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